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ON THE WIND

he Caribbean’s most famous 
sailing regatta kicks off once again 
on the 26 April. As usual the 

Yachting World Round Antigua Race 
provides the perfect start to the week. The 
58nm sprint around Antigua is a superb 
race in itself but it also provides a great way 
to shake down the boat and the crew and 
prepare for Antigua Sailing Week.

With legs that are long enough to settle 
into and without the tight turns of a race 
around the buoys, the Round Antigua Race 
is a great way to sort out crew work and sail 
selection in a competitive environment.

For some the race provides a good 
opportunity to beat the existing record for 
the race set by the Farr-designed 115ft, 
Sojana, which completed the race in 
4h 37m 43s in 2009. Last year the race  
was won by The RP78 Whisper, helmed by 
His Majesty King Harald of Norway.

With the circumnavigation complete  
it’s straight into the round the cans action 
on Sunday 27 April. 

Fifty boats are expected to take part in the 
RORC’s Caribbean 600 race which starts 
on 24 February from Antigua. Among the 
hot contenders that will take part this year, 
George David’s American RP90, Rambler, 
returns racing in IRC Zero. Last year 
Rambler had a commanding lead on the 
water until the 214ft carbon fibre ketch, 
Hetairos, overhauled her as they 
approached the bottom of the course.

On paper, Andrew Budgen’s Volvo 70 
canting keel, Monster Project, could take 
line honours although the modern classics 
Adela and Athos may pose a threat in 
certain conditions. 

Johnny Vincent’s Pace won Class Zero 
in the 2013 Rolex Fastnet Race and the 
British TP52 will make its debut in the 
RORC Caribbean 600. His crew includes 
two-time Volvo Ocean Race winner, Jules 
Salter, as navigator with Rolex Fastnet 
Race and Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race 
winner, Jeremy Robinson, calling tactics.

Gonzalo Botin’s Tales II is one of several 
Class 40s expected to compete. She was 
in good form during 2013, coming second 
in class in the Rolex Fastnet Race, and 
rounded off the year by taking the runner 
up position for the Transat Jacques Vabre.

The first fleet starts at 1100 local time 
and once again the fleet will be fitted with 
YellowBrick trackers allowing the race to 
be followed online.  
http://caribbean600.rorc.org

RAce Schedule
FRIdAY, APRIl 18, 2014
1800 – closing time for entries. Late 
entries, if accepted, may be subject to a  
20 per cent entry fee penalty. 

FRIdAY, APRIl 25, 2014
0900 start (provisional) – Guadeloupe  
to Antigua Race. Deshaies, Guadeloupe  
to English Harbour, Antigua.

Guadeloupe to Antigua Race welcome 
party and prize giving on the lawn at 
Antigua Yacht Club.

SATuRdAY, APRIl 26, 2014
Yachting World Round Antigua Race. Start 
times to be announced.

Antigua Sailing Week welcome party  
and Yachting World Round Antigua Race 
prize giving.

SuNdAY, APRIl 27, 2014
Racing day one – daily prize giving to 
follow at Antigua Yacht Club.

MONdAY, APRIl 28, 2014
Racing day two – daily prize giving to 
follow at Antigua Yacht Club.

TueSdAY, APRIl 29, 2014
Racing day three – daily prize giving to 
follow at Antigua Yacht Club.

WedNeSdAY, APRIl 30, 2014
Lay Day – The Nonsuch Bay RS Elite 
Challenge. An invitational regatta held as 
part of the Lay Day party at Pigeon Beach. 
Everyone is welcome to watch the exciting 
racing from Pigeon Beach and to 
participate in other beach activities to  
take place throughout the afternoon  
and into the evening event.

ThuRSdAY, MAY 1, 2014
Racing day four – daily prize giving to 
follow at Antigua Yacht Club.

FRIdAY, MAY 2, 2014
Racing day five – daily prize giving to 
follow at Antigua Yacht Club.
Evening – final awards ceremony

Round Antigua Race

Antigua Sailing Week 
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Keith Musto, above, founder of the famous 
marine and outdoor clothing brand, was 
awarded the OBE for services to the 
economy in the New Year honours list.

Musto, who won Silver at the 1964 Tokyo 
Olympic Games sailing a Flying Dutchman 

Keith Musto 
awarded OBe

As the eagle-eyed 
amongst you 
spotted, the  
Elan 41 that we 
referred to in our 
Europe Top 20 
feature in the 
January 2014 
issue, is of course 
the punchy new 
Elan 400

elan 400 
correction

caribbean 600 attracts solid fleet

and who was among those to carry the 
Olympic Torch in 2012, set up the business  
in 1971.

“We sailed in Guernsey sweaters and old 
flannel trousers for years. You got wet and 
you accepted it,” he told Boating Business. 
“But, as we progressed up the ladder in 
terms of competition, we realised that this 
was a problem that needed to be solved.”

Since then the brand has become one of 
the world’s most popular for specialist 
marine and equestrian clothing.

Also included in the honours were four 
members of the Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency (MCA). Malcolm Wright received an 
MBE for more than 40 years of service to Her 
Majesty’s Coastguard while Rebecca 
Binstead was recognised with a BEM for her 
work in supporting coastguard operations 
and the wider maritime search and rescue 
community, the UK Search and Rescue.

Bob Francis and Vivien MacKenzie also 
received BEMs for their work as a Coastguard 
Rescue Officer in Norfolk and for support 
with fishing safety respectively.
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Some say the 600  

is tougher than  

the Fastnet
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For more information go to 
www.sailingweek.com and 
look out for our reports at 
www.yachtingworld.com and 
in print in an upcoming issue


